CHAPTER II
AN EXAMPLE OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
Khirghiz Nomads of Central Asia
The nature of human geography may be illustrated by an example.
Some of the Khirghiz of Central Asia are wandering herdsmen, or pastoral
nomads, who live in the great Tien Shan Plateau of Central Asia in sum-
mer, and descend to the valleys and the lowland plain in winter. They
are densely ignorant of such things as manufacturing, science, and art,
but know much about animals, weather, and mountains. Their furniture
consists mainly of bags, saddles, and quilts. Sitting cross-legged on the
bare ground, or on the woolen rugs which are the most beautiful of their
few manufactures, they eat their meals with their fingers from the com-
mon dish. Often their diet for months consists of sour milk, cheese, and
meat with very little bread and no vegetables or fruit. According to our
standards the Khirghiz are dirty, lazy, and unprogressive. To offset these
unfortunate traits the nomadic Khirghiz are delightfully hospitable, quite
honest, and so bold and hardy that one cannot help admiring them.
Geographical Environment
How Their Location Isolates the Khirghiz. In saying that the Khirghiz
live in Central Asia we have already stated the main fact as to their loca-
tion in respect to the earth as a whole. This carries with it the idea of
middle latitudes and of a mid-continental location with all that these
imply as to climate and contacts with other countries. Few other regions
are more remote from the sea and from the broadening influences which
the great waters carry with them. On the south the Khirghiz are sepa-
rated from India by the great deserts of Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan)
and the huge desolate plateau of Tibet. On the east and west they are also
shut in by deserts so that they come into contact mainly with nomads
like themselves—Mongols on one side and Turkomans on the other. Only
toward the north, where the desert is less severe, do the Khirghiz meet
civilized people, the Russians, but even that contact is slight. Thus isolation
is the keynote of the Khirghiz location.
How Plains, Mountains, and Plateaus Encompass the Khirghiz. Broad
plains to the north and high mountains and vast plateaus to the south are
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